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ABSTRACT

The study is highlights the use of e- resources and explore the strategies of management the e- resources in
library. E-Resources are pivotal role played in enhancing the user’s satisfaction and encourage the generation of
new idea, as well as stimulation of research productivities. Due to information explosion and changing user’s
information taste, it is essential for library to assess the actual needs of users before the acquisition of information
resources in library. The study is related to the review of literatures concerned to the issue and challenges of E-
Journal, its access and management, E- Journals consortium, storage and retrieval of E-Journals.
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INTRODUCTION: WHAT IS REVIEW OF
LITERATURE?

Review of related literature has always been essential
for research. A literature review surveys scholarly
articles, books, and other sources (e.g., dissertations,
conference proceedings) relevant to a particular issue,
area of research, or theory, providing a description,
summary, and critical evaluation of each work. The
purpose is to offer an overview of significant literature
published on a topic. It might give a new interpretation
of old material or combine new with old interpretations.
Or it might trace the intellectual progression of the field,
including major debates. And depending on the situation,
the literature review may evaluate the sources and advise
the reader on the most pertinent or relevant studies. To
study “Use of E-Journals or “E-resources” lot of
information sources are consulted to get acquainted with

the problem various information sources like textbooks,
reference books, printed journals, online journals, online
database and www have been considered.

E-JOURNALS: ISSUES AND CHALLENGES

Cleary (364-379) Describes the advantages of bundling
e-journals together into publisher collections include
increased access to information for the subscribing
institution’s clients, purchasing cost-effectiveness, and
streamlined workflows. Although cataloging a consortial
e-journal collection has its advantages, there are also
various pitfalls and the author outlines efforts by the
CAUL (Council of Australian University Libraries)
Consortium libraries to further streamline this process,
working in conjunction with major publishers. Despite
the advantages that publisher collections provide,
pressures to unbundle existing packages continue to
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build, fueled by an ever-increasing selection of available
electronic resources decreasing in, and competing
demands on library budgets, the impact of currency
fluctuations and poor usage for an alarmingly high
proportion of collection titles. Consortial perspectives
on bundling and unbundling titles are discussed, including
options for managing the addition of new titles to the
bundle and why customizing consortial collections
currently does not work. Unbundling analyses carried
out at Queensland University of Technology from 2006
to 2008, prior to the renewal of several major publisher
collections, are presented as further case studies that
illustrate why the “Big Deal” continues to persist.

Johnson et al. (210-221) Describe the growth of
electronic journals (e-journals) in Western Europe and
North America has been widely reported. The rapid
development of e-journal publishing in China is less well
known. This paper provides a brief introduction to the
development of e-journals in China before examining
their impact on libraries, particularly academic libraries.
Several factors that may have affected the growth of
e-journals are noted, including the nature of government
initiatives and pedagogical methods. As well as pointing
to and reviewing some of the limited literature on the
development of the publishing industry, the researchers
also conducted some interviews in China. To provide
an initial understanding of the impact on libraries, a small
survey of academic libraries was undertaken. In addition,
a study of the perspectives of the academic and library
staff of Shandong University, one of China’s largest
universities, identified specific effects on user behavior,
the library staff and the budget.

Deshpande and Pathak (153-164) Explains that the main
reasons which impacts this achievement of the electronic
journals, especially in the area of astronomy and
astrophysics, it supports and enables the change.
Containing 40 distinctive questions, questionnaires for
academic members, postdoctoral fellows and research
scholars had been distributed with the purpose of
understanding the environment and infrastructure for
the access electronic journals in the major A&A

organizations. The research discovers That with the
advent of information technology the environment of
information seeking behaviour has changed drastically
and the enormous production of electronic journals have
changed the method of science. Here the study was
constrained to astronomy and astrophysics libraries and
information centres in India. This research identifies that
diverse areas and disciplines have their own distinctive
choice of journal nature, research practices etc.

Barahmand (201-212) Describes that scientific journals
are the most important tools of communication among
scientists. Printed journals have played an essential role
in scientific communication for years. However,
emergence of the Internet and e-journals changed the
nature of scientific publications. This article describes
scientific communication and the place of scientific
journals in the communication cycle, as well as the role
of electronic journals in scientific communication.

Bhatt (65-73) Describes that electronic journals are
essential for the research and development activities.
Majority of university libraries. The present paper
discusses in detail the problems and prospect of e-
journals in an Indian environment. Academic libraries
are following the trend to spend a substantial amount of
their budget on the acquisition and subscription of
electronic journals. The huge production of electronic
materials forced the information institutions to develop
a favorable environment and suitable infrastructure for
the subscribers and the same adopted by the libraries
and information centers to benefit the users.

ACCESS AND MANAGEMENT OF E-
JOURNALS

Kumar (111-117) Describes that e-journals are bringing
further added dimensions to the librarianship. The new
service has a vast potential of providing quality service.
Access to e-journals have enormous benefits to the
subscribers but managing the complexities and archiving
issues regarding back volumes pose major challenges
to libraries, publishers and all other involved players.
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The present paper discusses the access modes and
archival issues regarding e-journals.

Keller et al. (49-53) Describe that many readers and
librarians are concerned about long-term access to
electronic resources, particularly e-journals. Oxford
University Library Services (OULS) is committed to
ensuring long-term access to licensed electronic journal
content where the publisher and licensing model allow
for this. But, as with everything to do with electronic
access, the position is complicated. This article presents
and explains the ‘Long-term Access Policy for E-
Journals’ formulated by OULS.

Srivastava and Taglienti (28-38) Describe that providing
access to a wealth of information is a fundamental role
of the library. The proliferation of e-journals and
aggregate databases has altered the nature of serials
collections and the responsibilities of the librarian. To
develop a complete perception of current e-journal
management, the authors created a survey for small to
medium-sized libraries. The survey notes the lack of a
unified approach and suggests the need for standards in
this area.

White (267-270) Describes about the establishing and
maintaining access to e-journals can be a painstaking,
labor-intensive process full of administrative and
technical challenges. Electronic Subscription
Management enables you to easily buy, access and
manage subscriptions to any e-journal currently
available. It gives greater control over e-subscriptions
by ensuring quick access and reducing the number of
time-consuming tasks involved. An intermediary can
advise and help through all these processes. This article
will give you a view of how Swats Information Services
can support institutions with electronic journal
management and consortia services.

Smart (143-8) Describes about the information gap
between developed and developing countries has led to
several initiatives to promote access to information, but
there remain questions as to whether there is a potential

of overlapping and conflicting information being given
to the recipients and what the publishers’ attitudes
towards the supply of their content at greatly reduced
prices, or for free, is. During 2002 INASP was
commissioned to undertake a survey to identify
publishers’ activities and opinions in this area. The survey
found that the majority of respondents were involved in
one or more access programmers and there was a
willingness from both the commercial and the non-
commercial sector to provide their information in this
way.

ACQUISITION OF E-JOURNALS

Wolf (34) Describes that more and more libraries are
adding e-journals to their collections. Some of the
libraries’ subscriptions have an archival or perpetual
access provision but some do not. Most of the journal
access through the libraries’ aggregator databases, such
as Ebsco’s Academic Search Complete or Gales
Academic OneFile, will be lost if they cancel their
subscriptions. They are built on a lease model where
libraries pay for access to the information, but they never
actually own it. These databases make up a significant
percentage of many libraries’ journal collections. Another
source of e-journal subscriptions is through publisher
packages where libraries often have limited access to
all or most of a publisher’s journal titles, but at a fraction
of the cost.

Arai (323-327) Describes that E-journals have changed
the process of acquisition and provision of documents
on science and technology. This paper summarizes a
situation regarding the digitization of science-and-
technology-related documents of national and foreign
origins at Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST)
and their use of electronic journals. Specifically, not as
many domestic documents have been digitized, compared
to domestic documents published and used in North
America and European countries. In addition, cases of
university support for local medical institutions which
accept interns. Kochi University provides a local
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hospital, which accepts their interns with information
on the database called “JDream II.” With JDream II,
Kochi University and the local hospital are able to share
academic documents. Shinshu University also adopted
JDreamII and shares medical information with their local
hospitals accepting the Shinshu interns. This way, interns
have access to medical information directly from the
hospital at which they work. Arai points out the
importance for improving the environment at local
hospitals so that more interns would decide to stay in
the area and contribute to medical practices in their
communities.

Kuehl and Day (165-170) Describe that when purchasing
electronic journals; many libraries weigh the benefits of
ordering direct, through a consortium, or through their
subscription agent. Often, the role of the agent in the
electronic environment is called into question. The
agent’s role may seem irrelevant if only the exchange
of money is considered. However, when libraries
consider the entire e-journal acquisitions process, from
negotiation with the publisher to renewing subscriptions,
the value of third-party assistance is realized. This paper
discusses the tasks associated with the acquisition of
electronic journals and the role of the agent in assisting
the library with these tasks. It is based on a presentation
given at the e-journal continuing education workshop
held at Mississippi State University Libraries on May
21, 2004.

Dorrington et al. (139-43) Describe about the electronic
journals. The collection policy at Imperial College,
London University, UK, puts great emphasis on
networked electronic resources and advocates
subscriptions to journals in electronic form wherever
this is practical. The college has been able to benefit
from bulk deals available to higher education consortia,
but a lot of important publications do not fall within them.
E-journals are complicated to purchase and maintain,
whilst implementing the varying terms of their licenses.
There has been an improvement in access to primary
literature for staff and students at the college, but the
college libraries also cater for the staff of 8 associated

National Health Service (NHS) trusts. NHS users are
excluded from desktop access to electronic resources
and must be logged on by library staff within the libraries.
All types of electronic resources are heavily used, and
further developments are expected.

E-JOURNALS CONSORTIUM

Moorthy (18-23) Describes that the prohibitive cost of
library material, especially foreign journals, pertaining
to science and technology, has always been a bane of
information centres, especially in the developing
countries, taking away large chunk of their meager
resources and therefore always a hindrance to provide
better services to the users. Libraries tried to bridge
this gap by borrowing and inter lending required
documents among themselves. Advances in information
and communication technology (ICT) have changed the
publication scenario as well as the mode of resource
sharing due to availability of e-journals and online
resources. Rise in number of personal computers,
internet, and networks (LAN, MAN and WANs) besides
augmenting the availability of the material increased the
speed with which the information is now accessible.
ICT also facilitated the establishment of library consortia
for maintaining information resources together. In India,
during the last few years, many leading scientific and
technical organisations have established consortia to
share their human and electronic resources. This paper
briefly discusses the consortia initiatives taken at
Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO), a premier research organisation of Ministry
of Defence, engaged in the indigenous development of
cutting-edge defence technologies.

Mallaiah and Gowda (73-80) The author(s) in this paper
examines the usefulness of collection development in a
university library. Different activities are involved in
developing need-based, up-to-date, and balanced
collection to meet the document and information needs
of the users. It is appropriate to know whether the
existing collection of the library resources are adequate
for readers to meet the information requirements in their
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academic, teaching, research and publication work. The
study will; whether identify the required document/
information is available or not to meet the user needs,
examines the periodicals and other publications are on
time at the library. The study also makes an attempt to
know if the UGC-INFONET E-journals meet the user
requirements.

Vishala and Bhandi (429-436) Describe that, UGC-
Infonet Electronic Journal Consortium is an innovative
project launched by University Grant Commission
(UGC) to promote the use of electronic databases and
full text access to journals by the research and academic
community in the country. This entitative will produce
quality in research and integrity in academic process.
The researchers can access resources at their fingertips.
Article deals with an insight into UGC-INFONET
Project and provides awareness to the library
professionals for accessing scholarly journals covered
by UGC-INFONET scheme for their research and
academic activities.

USE AND IMPACT OF E-JOURNALS

Maceviciute (np) Describes about the E-Journal value
and their impact in the information age. This study is
basically based on that what are the changes have taken
place due to the ICT and what are the new challenges
and what is the solution for those challenges.

Liu and Cox (32-9) Explains that analysing electronic
journals to gather user usage statistics is not simple,
mainly as developer uses various standards and
protocols to facilitate usage reports. It describes an
effective cooperative system developed at the University
of Louisville, Kentucky to take control of collecting and
generating electronic journal usage statistics. The
method uses a common gateway interface-tracking
program adapted from AXS, a shareware application
developed by Fluid Dynamics Software.

Johnson (165-72) Describes about the electronic journals.
Electronic journals offer many advantages to users and
librarians, but also raise several challenges. The J.B.

Morrell Library at the University of York currently
offers its readers a mix of print and e-journals, accessed
via its Web pages. Not least of the issues is the cost of
these resources, and the changes to working habits due
to any migration from traditional print resources. While
there are institutional level policies at York concerning
the purchase of these resources because funding is
devolved to departmental levels, many of the hard
decisions are taken by academic members of staff under
the advisement of the library subject specialist staff.
Ensuring that users have sufficient training to make the
best use of electronic resources is an integral part of
the institutional induction programme. Many issues that
will impact on future e-journal availability at the
University remain as uncertain as the traditional model
of publishing.

Vashistha (97-103) Discusses about the impact of e-
resources on learning and scholarship, points at the new
role of LICs in new technology environment. Benefits
apart it brings out the bad effects of reading computer
screens for long and the problems of safe disposal of e-
infrastructure, gazettes, and peripherals. Concludes that
it a necessary evil and we must live with it.

STORAGE AND RETRIEVAL OF E-JOURNALS

Burnhill (32, 34) Describes that the concept for a registry
of archived scholarly publications has introduced in
various digital preservation and archiving discussions.
It all began in 2003, when the need for clarity on what
the various digital preservation agencies were doing was
highlighted. The UK Joint Information Systems
Committee launched an e-journals preservation registry
service pilot (nicknamed PEPRS) in August 2008 to
identify, develop and pilot an online program that would
facilitate librarians and policymakers, mainly in the UK
but also worldwide, to establish the archival provision
for e-journals, especially of scholarly work published in
e-journals, and to identify the problems in such provision.

Lauridsen (7-9) Describe archiving of electronic journals.
The present method of preservation in printed form is
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not viable in the long term. Ensuring perpetual access
raises technological, legal and organisational questions.
Thus, the respective roles of publishers and libraries need
clarifying. Various projects have examined the problems
of future access to licensed commercial content. The
US Mellon Foundation has sponsored 7 projects, one of
which is Stanford University’s LOCKSS (Lots of Copies
Keeps Stuff Safe). It focuses on developing the
technology for harvesting presentation files. 5 focus on
collection of the publishers’ source files, while MIT’s
project concerns dynamic e-journals. They conclude that
archiving is now technically possible, but that cooperation
between publishers and libraries is necessary. In
England the Digital Preservation Coalition began in 2001
to find solutions. JSTOR has been a successful model
which takes account of libraries’ need for secure storage
without threatening publishers but needs developing to
cater for material which is “born digital”.

Flecker (np) Describe that research libraries, the long-
term preservation of digital collections may well be the
most important issue in digital libraries. In certain ways,
digital materials are extremely fragile, dependent for
their continued utility upon technologies that undergo
rapid and continual change. In the world of physical
research materials, a great number of valuable research
resources have been saved passively: acquired by
individuals or organizations and stored in little-visited
recesses. These physical resources are still viable
decades later. This is not the case with the digital
equivalents. Changes in computing technology will
ensure that, over relatively short timeframes, both the
media and the technical format of old digital materials
will become unusable. Keeping digital resources
accessible for use by future generations will require
conscious effort and continual investment. Describes
the aims of the six current Mellon Foundation grants to
provide one group of libraries and publishers an
opportunity to consider what would be involved in a large-
scale e-journal archiving project. Topics under
consideration in the planning year include: the rights and
responsibilities of archives and publishers; the nature of
the license under which an archive would have access

to a publisher’s content, including the key issues of who
can access archived content and under what
circumstances; technical issues concerning the form and
format of archival submissions; the technical architecture
of an archive and the magnitude of development effort
required to build one; and the organizational models,
operating characteristics and on-going expenses of such
an archive.

ACCEPTANCE OF E-JOURNALS

Rawlands et al. (45-47) Describe that journal publishers
offered online access to full-text articles about ten years
ago. Academic fraternity seem to have welcomed the
gesture; it signalled the dramatic increase in e-journal
use over the period 2003-2004. To date, but, the influence
of investment in e-journals on the academe remains
unclear. To address this gap, a study funded by the
Research Information Network was conducted, yielding
positive results for librarians, publishers, and academics
in the UK. The study examined three questions: how
researchers have responded to unprecedented levels and
convenience of access to scholarly journals, the cost of
this, and whether enhanced access to the literature has
led to greater productivity, higher research quality, or
other positive ‘downstream’ outcomes.

Wang (30-48) Describes mainly the study of scholarly
journals used by library and information science scholars
from the viewpoint of scholarly communication. The
study was conducted through multiple methods including
questionnaires, the critical incident technique, and
interviews. English journals were used by the scholars
more than Chinese journals, Japanese journals, and
Korean journals. The journal articles US scholars in
Taiwan read mostly came from the library, secondly from
free Internet resources and personal subscription. The
study showed that e-journals are important information
resources to LIS scholars in Taiwan. The study also
makes some suggestions to e-journals system providers,
academic libraries; journal publishers, and library and
information science scholars.
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Nagatsuka (194-200) Describes that the provision of
electronic journals (e-journals) has been accelerating in
recent years. It is clear that many new e-journals are
simply electronic editions of paper journals. But
production of genuine e-journals demands a new and
radical concept of the journal as an interactive,
hypertext-linked, multimedia product. Issues considered
include novel electronic features, the style of publications
in the medical field, the volume of material available
electronically, the pricing structure of e-journals, and
their future relationship with document delivery services.

Cole (37-41) Considers the various opportunities that
might be available to promote the e-resources held within
an institution. In the current decade an ever-increasing
percentage of tightly stretched library budgets is spent
on e-resources (databases, back-file packages, current
e-journals, textbooks, image databases and reference
works). As these are part of a virtual library they are
not always noticed or fully exploited by their target
audience. This paper looks at some possibilities to
publicize e-resources, making these important collections
more visible, and considers how these resources, in
particular electronic journals, can be made accessible,
useful, relevant, and obvious to the library customer.
Topics discussed include information literacy sessions,
library branding, “spreading the word”, ensuring value
for money and “making it fun”.
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